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Ms. Cherrise Picard
Executive Director
Chez Hope, Inc.

P. O. Box 98
Franklin, LA 70538

Re:  Docket No. 2022-325 _\x&%
Advisory Opinion C}\o\“
)
Dear Ms. Picard: X

<

NS

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its meeting on May 6, 2022, considered your}q%quest for an
advisory opinion as to whether the Code of Governmental Ethics (“Code”)\'\@p\tj‘és to Chez Hope,
Inc. You also asked that if the Code does apply, would Chez Hopegﬁ}lgga%e prohibited from

entering into a contract with an accounting firm that employs the foggmeor é@‘a’gd president’s son.
O Q\' Q) i
FACTS PROVIDED o & o
N F &
Chez Hope, Inc. is a nonprofit organization that provides se@%%gsv‘fo\%ﬂ%tims of domestic violence,
community education, law enforcement training and suppert serviges. Italso coordinates domestic
abuse intervention through the court system an owyid@"_se@?fces to child victims of domestic

violence. Chez Hope, Inc. receives a significa gﬁ\?o@\(;t; iﬁffunding from federal grants through
the Louisiana Department of Children and{lga

{kﬁS@&S&SS and the Louisiana Commission on Law
Enforcement. YR 25 5
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Q' & &
Chez Hope, Inc.’s board president, Ch&u;e? @L@N}esigned effective April 22, 2022. Mr. Autin’s
son works for an accounting firm Q;ey}th\\x‘@/lgsf?h Chez Hope, Inc. would like to contract for its
bookkeeping and human resourcg&%n@%’%ﬁl‘\
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Are Chez Hope, Inc.fs&%a,:gi‘é\%gé}\nabers subject to the provisions of the Code of Governmental
Ethics? S XF S
SR
.\Ox\’ LAW

&
La. R.S. 42:1102(18)(a) defines “public employee” to mean “anyone, whether compensated or

not who is: &
.55

(1) an %@iﬁ’lmstratwe officer or official or a governmental entity who is not filling an elected office.
X

(11) Gcﬁ)pointed by an elected official when acting in an official capacity, and the appointment is to
%a@paost or position wherein the appointee is to serve the governmental entity or an agency thereof,
&*either as a member of an agency, or as an employee thereof.

(1i1) engaged in the performance of a governmental function.

(iv) under the supervision or authority of an elected official or another employee of the
governmental entity.”
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La. R.S. 42:1102(12) defines “governmental entity” to mean “the state or any political subdivision
which employs the public employee or employed the former public employee or to which the
elected official is elected, as the case may be.”

ANALYSIS =

>
Chez Hope, Inc. was created as a nonprofit organization and not by the state or any political @O

subdivision; therefore, it does not appear to meet the definition of “governmental entity” in La. ﬁ-\%@

R.S.42:1102(12). Furthermore, it does not appear that the board members of Chez Hope, Inc. are N@
performing a governmental function which would subject its board members to the provisions &P

the Code as “public employees.” La. R.S. 42:1102(18)(a). _\\0
R
CONCLUSION =

Za
The Board concluded, and instructed me to inform you, that Chez Hope, Inc.’s boarcbmembers are
not subject to the provisions of the Code. Accordingly, the Board declined to\gbnsgger your question
concerning the propriety of the accounting firm entering into a contraq;\\mth\Chez Hope, Inc.,
since this issue is not under its jurisdiction. \0 il
\\Q N

This advisory opinion is based solely on the facts as set forthﬁérem \Gﬁanges to the facts as
presented may result in a different application of the prow%vnssaf 32?& Code of Governmental
Ethics. The Board issues no opinion as to past conduct ﬁﬁa ot toslaws other than the Code of
Governmental Ethics, the Campaign Finance Di Sk{f@ Agc‘t L&% Lobbyist Disclosure Acts, and

the conflict of interest provisions contained in ¢ Q\@ammg Control Law.
Q* )

Sincerely,
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Kathleen M. Allen %OQ;\:,“ o\&
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For the Board 8 AV . %
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